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INTRODUCTION
National Inventors Month started as a collaboration between the
United Inventors Association of the USA (UIA-USA), the Academy
of Applied Science, and “Inventors Digest”.
First recognized in August 1998 to celebrate creativity, ingenuity,
curiosity, and the courage to experiment, National Inventors Month
has continued to recognize the talented individuals who have
changed history through their inventions.
Then, in 2011, the decision was made to move National Inventors
Month to May to coincide with the annual National Inventors Hall of
Fame ceremony as well as to better align with the academic
calendar. Celebrating inventors in May allows teachers the
opportunity to encourage innovation and creativity through invention
while students are still in class. This is the time to draw attention to
the contributions of men and women across the world and across
the centuries.
Since 1973, the National Inventors Hall of Fame has inducted over
600 individuals. This elite group of individuals are nominated and
selected based on: (1) the inventor holds a US patent, (2) their
invention has made a significant contribution to society and/or their
industry, (3) the inventor has persevered to overcome obstacles in
their journey, and (4) the inventor is also seen as a leader in their
field contributing to future generations of American inventors.

According to InvestorPlace, the inventions that most changed the course of history
are the wheel, electricity, Penicillin, semiconductor mechanics, and optical lenses.
OTHER FUN FACTS ABOUT THROUGHOUT THE HISTORY OF INVENTIONS

Game Boy - Gunpei Yokoi, the inventor of
Game Boy, started his career at Nintendo
maintaining assembly-line machines when
the CEO, on a visit to his plant, noticed Yokoi
playing with his homemade toy.
Chocolate Chip Cookie - Ruth Wakefield is
known for making the first chocolate chip
cookie; she sold her delicious invention to
Nestle for one dollar and a lifetime supply of
their chocolate.
Traffic Lights - John Peake Knight invented
the traffic light in England in order to regulate
horse-drawn carriage traffic, 18 years before
the automobile was invented.
World Wide Web - Tim Berners-Lee
invented the web as a means of sharing
information between scientists and
universities; he chose not to patent his
invention out of concern it would make the
web too expensive for us to use.
Band-Aids - Earle Dickson, an employee of
Johnson & Johnson, invented what we know
today as the Band-aid because his wife
would often cut and burn herself while
cooking; he created a bandage prototype for
her to use at home.

THOMAS EDISON
Thomas Edison was born on February 11,
1847, in Milan, Ohio. At an early age, his
family moved to Port Huron, Michigan, where
he spent the remainder of his childhood.
Surprisingly, Thomas struggled in school, so
his mother decided to begin teaching him
from home. He was the youngest of seven
children. At age 15, Thomas worked as a
trant-telegrapher, sending and receiving
messages through morse code. Edison often
entertained himself by taking things apart to
see how they worked. Soon, he decided to
become an inventor.
In 1870, Thomas moved to New York and made improvements to an existing
invention, the stock ticker. He then created his own company that began
manufacturing the new stock tickers. He also began working to improve the
telegraph and invented a version that could send four messages at once.
Thomas moved with his family to Menlo Park, New Jersey, where he started his
famous laboratory. in 1877, he invented the phonograph, the machine that recorded
and played back sounds. He perfected this invention by recording "Mary had a little
lamb" on a piece of tin foil. One year later, Thomas invented his version of the
lightbulb, as well as the power grid system that brings electricity into homes through
a network of wires.

Believe it or not, Edison didn’t actually invent the light bulb. The light bulb had been
around for several years; however, it was unreliable at that point in time. Edison
altered the way in which the lightbulb was constructed in order for it to actually have
a long lifespan.
After those inventions, he started the Electric Light
Company in October 1878. Following great fame and
fortune, Thomas continued to invent and improve
products, making contributions to X-ray technology,
storage batteries, and even motion pictures.
Thomas Edison registered 1,093 patents and his
inventions changed the world forever, making him
known as the world's greatest inventor.
There is an online database that you can use
to search for Edison's patents, on the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office website, patents
awarded before 1975 are only searchable by
patent number and classification.
Furthermore, patents that were issued
between 1780 and 1836 are assigned by
chronologically ordered ‘x’ numbers.
Edison’s U.S. patents are grouped into eight
categories, including:
Batteries (147)
Cement (49)
Electric light & power (424)
Mining & ore drilling (53)
Motion Pictures (9)
Phonographs & Sound Recording (199)
Telegraphy & Telephony (186)
Miscellany (50)

NAME: ______________________

DATE:_________________

If you could invent a robot that would make your life easier, what would you
create? Why?

NAME: ______________________

DATE:_________________

What skills does it take to be an inventor? Which of these skills do you have?

NAME: ______________________

DATE:_________________

If you could meet any famous inventor, whom would you choose? Why?
What questions would you ask him or her?

In 2016, Designer Dominic Wilcox asked 450 kids to draw the most
imaginative inventions they could think of and later, surprisingly, made
their dreams a reality.
While they weren't able to make every idea come alive, 60 finalists had
their inventions taken to local manufacturers in Sunderland, England.
Wilcox asked these businesses to then utilize the kids' drawings and
turn them into physical prototypes. They only had four weeks to do so,
but were able to produce inventions that are clever, thoughtful,
extremely helpful, and just plain fun. Here are some great examples.
Ask students to draw their own inventions, based on a problem.

An Invention by: ______________________
Date: ___________________
The name of my invention is: ___________________
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